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Day 1

Thursday, 24 September 2026 0830 to 2200 hrs

Venue: Taj Mahal, Mansingh Road, New Delhi

0830 —-0930  Registration and Networking over Tea / Coffee

Please note:

All sessions will be held in Mansingh 1 except the parallel sessions titled “PAFI@Varq.”
The "PAFI@Varq" sessions will take place in Varq (located on the same floor). Seating for
these sessions is limited to 40 attendees on a first-come, first-served basis.

This program is exclusively for registered delegates.

Please wear your delegate badge at all times. For security reasons, access to the sessions will
not be granted without a valid badge.

We kindly request that all delegates be seated by 09:30 hrs.

Speakers marked with an asterisk (*) are invited, pending final confirmation.

0945 —-0955  Opening Remarks

1000 — 1045 | Session 1—Inaugural Leadership Address

India 3.0: What Will Define India’s Next Decade?

Chief Guest Ashwini Vaishnaw

Minister of Electronics and Information Technology
Minister of Information and Broadcasting

Minister of Railways

Government of India

1050 — 1120 | Session 2—Leadership Address

Scaling the Domestic Market: Consumption, Capital and India's Next Phase

Chief Guest Anurag Jain*

Chief Executive Officer
NITI Aayog
Government of India

1050 — 1120 | Parallel Session | PAFI@Varq Session V3 - PAFI Conversation

Inside the State: How Government Thinks, Decides and Gets Things Done

In conversation with Bharat Lal

Former Secretary General
National Human Rights Commission



1125 — 1215 | Session 4—Partner State: Andhra Pradesh
Andhra Pradesh - SwarnaAndhra@2047: The New Growth Laboratory

Chief Guest Nara Lokesh
Minister for Information Technology, Electronics and
Communications
Minister of Real Time Governance
Minister of Human Resources Development
Government of Andhra Pradesh

1130 - 1230 | Parallel Session | PAFI@Varq Session V5 — Women in Policy (Panel discussion)

Women in Public Affairs: Breaking the Invisible Barriers

Panellists Nneka Chiazor
President and Chief Executive Officer
Public Affairs Council

Rama Vedashree *
Former CEO
Data Security Council of India

Please note: Women participants will get priority to attend this session.

1220 — 1320 | Session 6— India and Europe (Panel discussion)

Beyond the FTA: Building the Next Chapter of the India—Europe Partnership

Moderator Ajay Bisaria
Corporate Strategic Advisor
Former High Commissioner of India to Canada and Pakistan

Panellists Amb. Jawed Ashraf
Chairman
Indian Trade Promotion Organisation (ITPO)

Amb. Jean-Eric Paquet
Ambassador Designate of the European Union to India and
Bhutan

Amb. Rasmus Abildgaard Kristensen
Ambassador
Royal Danish Embassy

Amb. Maya Tissafi *
Ambassador of the Switzerland to India and Bhutan



1245 - 1315 | Parallel Session | PAFI@Varq Session V7 — PAFI Conversation

The Middle East Reset: What it Means for India

In conversation with Navdeep Suri
Former Indian Ambassador to UAE and Egypt, and High
Commissioner to Australia

1320 — 1400 | Networking Lunch at Mansingh 3, 4 and Verandah

1400 — 1455 | Session 8— Future Leaders Dialogue (Panel discussion)

Leading India 2047: The Next Leap

Moderator R. Sukumar
Editor-in-Chief
Hindustan Times

Panellists Aparajita Bharti
Co-Founder
The Quantum Hub and Young Leaders for Active Citizenship

Lavu Sri Krishna Devarayalu
Member of Parliament
Lok Sabha

Nithyashree S.

Associate Vice President

New Initiatives & Chief of Staff
The ePlane Company

Sunil Vachani

Founder and Chairman
Dixon Technologies

1400 - 1500 | Parallel Session | PAFI@Varq Session V9—Geoeconomics and Trade

(Panel discussion)

Beyond Tariffs: Envisioning the Next Trajectory of India’s FTAs

Panellists Amb. J.S. Deepak*
Former Ambassador of India to the WTO

Dr. Rajeev Ranjan
Former Secretary to Government of India

Dr Sanjaya Baru
Former Editor
Financial Express and Business Standard



1500 — 1600 | Session 10— Secretaries’ Dialogue (Panel discussion)

Incentivising Innovation: Agile Policy Frameworks for Future Ready India

Panellists Saurabh Garg
Secretary
Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation
Government of India

V. Vualnam

Secretary

Department of Expenditure
Ministry of Finance
Government of India

Rajesh Agrawal

Secretary

Ministry of Commerce and Industry
Government of India

Sudhakar Dalela *

Secretary (Economic Relations)
Ministry of External Affairs
Government of India

1600 — 1630 | Networking tea and coffee at Mansingh 3, 4 and Verandah

1630 — 1715 | Session 11—Leadership Dialogue

Building India at Scale: Securing India’s Energy Future in a Disrupted World

Chief Guest Hardeep Singh Puri
Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas
Government of India

Moderator Navdeep Suri

Former Indian Ambassador to UAE and Egypt, and High
Commissioner to Australia

1630 — 1730 | Parallel Session | PAFI@Varq Session V12— Young Professionals
(Panel Discussion)
Al, Young India and the Future of Opportunity

Moderator Anil Padmanabhan
Senior Journalist

Panellist TBA

In collaboration with: Young Leaders for Active Citizenship (YLAC)



1720 — 1820 | Session 13— Boardroom 2030 (Panel discussion)

Leading Through Disruption: Strategy, Innovation & India’s Next Growth Story

Moderator Ashok Kumar Bhattacharya
Editorial Director
Business Standard

Panellists Nivruti Rai
Managing Director and CEO
Invest India

Shashank Mani
Member of Parliament
Lok Sabha

Pooja Goyal
Founding CEO
Udaiti Foundation

Pramath Sinha
Founder and Trustee, Ashoka University
Founding Senior Partner, Jetri

1825 — 1855 | Session 14— PAFI Conversation

The Future of Influence: Global Public Affairs, Women in Policy & Leadership

In conversation with Nneka Chiazor
President and CEO
Public Affairs Council

1900 — 1945 | Session 15— Special Leadership Address

India 3.0: Engaging for Growth in a Disrupted World

Chief Guest Piyush Goyal
Minister of Commerce and Industry
Government of India

1945 — 2200 | Gala Dinner

Catch Lokesh Madan Live! Get ready for a high-energy, immersive experience with multi-award-
winning singer, songwriter, and performer Lokesh Madan. Expect a show spanning everything from
soulful Bollywood melodies to electrifying rock anthems.



Day 2 Friday, 25 September 2026 0830 to 1730 hrs
Venue: Taj Mahal, Mansingh Road, New Delhi
0830 —-0915 Registration and Networking over Tea / Coffee

Please note:
o Al sessions will be held in Mansingh 1, except the parallel sessions titled “PAFI@Varq.”
o The "PAFI@Varq'" parallel sessions will take place in Varq (located on the same floor).
Seating for these sessions is limited to 40 attendees on a first-come, first-served basis.
o This program is exclusively for registered delegates.

o  Please wear your delegate badge at all times. For security reasons, access to the sessions will
not be granted without a valid badge.

o We kindly request that all delegates be seated by 09:20 hrs.
o Speakers marked with an asterisk (*) are invited, pending final confirmation.

0930 — 1000 | Session 16— India — US Leadership Dialogue
India—US: Building the Next Chapter of a Strategic Partnership

Chief Guest Sergio Gor *
Ambassador of the United States of America to India

1000 — 1045 | Session 17—Leadership Dialogue

Transforming Rural India: Empowering Farmers, Strengthening Livelihoods and Driving
Inclusive Growth

Chief Guest Shivraj Singh Chouhan *
Minister of Agriculture and Family Welfare
Minister of Rural Development
Government of India

1000 — 1045 | Parallel Session | PAFI@Varq Session V18—Leadership Dialogue

Awaken the Leader in You

Address by Jaya Row
Founder
Vedanta Vision

1045 — 1130 | Session 19—Leadership Dialogue

India’s Green Growth Story: Sustainability, Competitiveness and Global Leadership.

Chief Guest Bhupender Yadav
Minister of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
Government of India

Moderator Navika Kumar
Group Editor-in-Chief
Times Network and Times Now Navbharat



1130 — 1230 | Session 20—Partner State: Tamil Nadu

Tamil Nadu: Vetri Tamizhagam — Building a Global Growth and Investment Powerhouse

Chief Guest

S. Keerthana *

Minister of Industries, Investment Promotion
and Commerce

Government of Tamil Nadu

1130 — 1230 | Parallel Session | PAFI@Varq Session V21— Young Professionals

(Panel Discussion)

Public Affairs Reimagined: The Leaders We Need Next

Panellists

Nneka Chiazor
President and Chief Executive Officer
Public Affairs Council

Shubhashis Gangopadhyay *
Managing Trustee and Research Director - India Development
Foundation (IDF)

1230 — 1315 | Session 22—I.eadership Dialogue

India’s Next Growth Decade: Navigating Geoeconomics in a Disrupted World

Chief Guest

Moderator

Dr V Anantha Nageswaran
Chief Economic Advisor
Government of India

Gautam Aggarwal

Division President, South Asia
Country Corporate Officer, India
Mastercard

1245 — 1315 | Parallel Session | PAFI@Varq Session V23— PAFI Conversation

Beyond Access: The Future of Public Affairs in India

In conversation with

Shivnath Thukral

President, PAFI

Vice President of Public Policy and Government Affairs
PhonePe Limited

1315 — 1400 | Networking Lunch at Mansingh 3, 4 and Verandah



1400 — 1500 | Session 24— Secretaries’ Dialogue (Panel Discussion)

Building India’s Competitive Advantage

Panellists

K. Srinivas

Secretary

Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region
Government of India

S. Krishnan

Secretary

Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology
Government of India

Rajit Punhani
CEO
Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI)

Amardeep Singh Bhatia

Secretary

Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade
Ministry of Commerce and Industry

Government of India

Bhuvnesh Kumar
Secretary

Ministry of Tourism
Government of India

1400 — 1600 | Parallel Session | PAFI@Varq Session V25— Liveable Cities (Panel discussion)

Delhi 3.0: Reimagining India’s Capital Region

Moderator

Panellists

Anupam Yog
Managing Partner, XDG Labs Pte Ltd

Luis Miranda
Chairman of the Board & Co-Founder, Indian School of Public Policy

Manisha Bhartia
Business Director and Head, BDP India

Nipun Sahni
Chair - National Capital Region, Urban Land Institute

Sahil Vachani
Managing Director and CEO, Max Estates Limited

Vivek Narain
Designated Partner, Quorum Club

In collaboration with: Urban Land Institute (ULI)



1500 — 1600 | Session 26— India and United States (Panel discussion)

Shared Values, Evolving Dynamics: The Future of India—US Cooperation

Moderator Indrani Bagchi
Chief Executive Officer
Ananta Aspen Centre

Panellists Arun Singh
Former Indian Ambassador to US, France and Israel

Manish Tewari

Member of Parliament

Lok Sabha

Vijay Chauthaiwale

In-charge, Department of Foreign Affairs
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)

Vrinda Kapoor

Co-founder & CEO
3rdiTech Inc.

1600 — 1645 | Session 27—Closing Conversation
India at an Inflection Point: Building Strength for the Next Decade
Chief Guest Tarun Kapoor

Advisor to the Prime Minister of India

1645 — 1730 | Networking reception
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