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Aklanta Kalita is Senior Vice President at Edelman 

Government & Public Affairs, with two decades of experience 

advising organizations on policy, reputation, and high-stakes 

risk across South Asia. He has worked extensively with 

multinational companies, government agencies, and 

development institutions to navigate complex regulatory 

environments and build effective stakeholder engagement 

strategies. With sectoral expertise spanning energy, 

infrastructure, technology, pharmaceuticals, FMCG, hospitality, and healthcare, 

Aklanta is also recognized as a Japan–South Asia specialist, having supported 

leading Japanese corporations and public institutions with cultural fluency and on-

the-ground insight in cross-border operations and policy dialogue. 

Before joining Edelman, Aklanta was with APCO Worldwide, where he helped 

develop and execute public affairs programs for global majors such as Corning, 

Yahoo, Tesco, Dow Corning, Invista, Eastman Kodak, Coca-Cola, and Dell. He also 

worked in corporate advisory, assisting companies including Nikon, Hitachi Cables, 

Nissan Motor Manufacturing, and ZTE with industry research, entry strategy, and 

feasibility studies. He holds a master’s degree in broadcast journalism and began his 

career as a correspondent with Asian News International, reporting on business and 

current affairs—a grounding that continues to shape his pragmatic and evidence-led 

approach to public affairs and risk management. 

 


