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Competition Commission of
India (“CCl) rejected complaint
against Google for allegedly
giving exclusive access to
Truecaller

CI CCI had rejected a complaint filed by an individual

informant alleging contravention of Section 4 of the

Competition Act, 2002 (“Act”) against Google India

Private Limited (“Google”). Complainant filed an
Information alleging that Google had granted Truecaller exclusive
access to share user’s private contact information with everyone
while prohibiting other applications from doing so. This altered
the market for Caller ID and Spam Protections applications and
potentially allowed Truecaller a monopoly. It was also alleged
that Truecaller was granted access to Google’s cloud storage,
advertisement services and exclusive Application Programming
Interface (APIs) which allowed Truecaller to obtain private contact
information despite a ban on such practices. Google argued that
- (i) Informant’s allegations are incorrect as the Google Play Store
explicitly forbids unauthorized disclosure of users’ non-public
contacts, and they mistakenly equate Truecaller's Play Store
applications with versions distributed elsewhere, (ii) regarding the
preferential access to APIs, Google stated that Android APIs are
open source and available to all developers and that Truecaller
receives no special access. Hence, Google requested that the
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Information be dismissed due to lack of evidence.
CClI held that there was no prohibition by Google
since there are other Caller ID application
undertaking the same functions. Moreover, the
cloud and advertisement service arrangements
with Truecaller have no exclusivity provisions or
clauses for sharing non-public contacts. In view

thereof and in the absence of any evidence to the
contrary, mere commercial relationship between
two entities ipso facto cannot be assumed to
grant any favourable / preferential treatment
outside of those commercial arrangements. CCI
concluded that there was no violation of the
provisions of the Act.

CCl rejected the complaint against DAE and
IREL alleging dominant position abuse

Cl rejected a complaint lodged by
Metallurgical Products India Private
Ltd. against the Department of
Atomic Energy (DAE) and IREL India
Ltd., alleging abuse of dominant position. The
complaint included accusations of discriminatory
practices such as refusing to renew off-take
agreements, rejecting import licenses, and
denying approval for an alternate disposal
plan, which allegedly restricted the Informant’s
business operations and market entry. CCI noted

that under the Act, DAE, who is responsible
for administering the Atomic Energy Act, 1962,
is exempt from scrutiny as an ‘enterprise’. CCI
clarified that decisions regarding off-take
agreements and import licenses fall solely under
DAE'’s jurisdiction, absolving IREL of involvement
in these matters. Consequently, CCI concluded
that no prima facie case was established against
either DAE or IREL, prompting the closure of the
matter under Section 26(2) of the Act without
granting the requested relief under Section 33.
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CCl rejected antitrust complaint against
Karnataka Film Bodies due to insufficient

evidence

he Kannada Film Chamber of Commerce
(Informant), led by its President Mr.
Krishna Gowda, filed a complaint
with CCl against the Karnataka Film
Chamber of Commerce (KFCC), Karnataka
Television Association, Karnataka Film Producers
Association (KFPA), and certain individuals.

The Informant alleged that the opposite parties
were violating a CCI order from July 27, 2015,
by engaging in anti-competitive practices. The
practices included encouraging boycotts and
bans on dubbed content in the regional film
industry, despite previous directives to cease
such activities. Legal actions were taken against




the opposite parties, including fines, for non-
compliance with the CCl's order. However, the
Informant contended that compliance should
encompass halting anti-competitive behaviours,
not just monetary penalties. Seeking interim
relief, the Informant requested the CCI to restrain
the opposite parties from further instigating
boycotts and bans on dubbed content. They also

sought punitive measures against the opposite
parties for their alleged actions. After requesting
additional information from the Informant, the CCI
found the evidence insufficient to substantiate
the alleged violations of sections 3 and 4 of
the Act. As a result, CCl rejected the complaint,
determining that the allegations did not merit
further investigation or action.

Karnataka High Court directed CCI to review
its order with regards to swiggy’s business

practices

he Court has directed CCI to review its
order dated April 24, 2024, that allowed
the National Restaurant Association of
India (“NRAI") access to confidential
information on Swiggy’s business practices.
Swiggy filed a petition calling the same arbitrary
and alleging that the access to sensitive
information could harm its business. The NRAI
had filed a complaint against Swiggy and

Madras High Court set
report against MRF

adras High Court has quashed the
CCl's investigations against MRF on
the ground that MRF was not issued
a prior notice before impleading it as
a party under investigation. Earlier MRF had filed
a plea before the Madras High Court as it had
been drawn into an inquiry originally targeting J
K Tyre, where MRF’s input was sought as a “third

party.”
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Zomato alleging that the food delivery companies
are engaged in anti-competitive practice such
as bundling of services, exorbitant commissions,
delayed payment cycle, imposition of one-sided
clauses and deep discounting. The CCl's order
dated April 24, 2024, allowed access to NRAI to
the confidential version of the investigation report
conducted by the Director General.

asides CCl's investigation

The court’s ruling criticizes the CCI for its
“considerable opaqueness” in proceedings.
It especially emphasized on the fact that the
transition of MRF’s status from a third party to an
entity under investigation was executed without
appropriate notice. This shift, the court noted,
carries significant and serious implications for
the parties added to investigations.




Combination Orders:

CCI has approved a proposed merger that
includes the transfer of Magna India’s chassis
and BIW business division, branded as ‘Cosma
India,’ to SKH M India Private Limited.

CCl  has approved investments from
Kingsman Wealth Fund PCC - Aurisse Special
Opportunities Fund, Mudhra Lifesciences
Private Limited, Mudhra Pharmacorp LLP,
Kotak Strategic Situations India Fund II, and
Kotak Alternate Asset Managers Limited for
Matrix Pharma Private Limited’s acquisition
of 100% equity shares in Tianish Laboratories
Private Limited.

CCl has approved Mitsubishi Corporation’s
acquisition of equity stakes in TVS Certified
Private Limited and TVS Vehicle Mobility
Solution Private Limited

CCl has approved BlackRock Funding,
Inc’s acquisition of Global Infrastructure
Management, LLC, a significant development
in global investments. BlackRock Funding, Inc.,
a subsidiary of BlackRock Inc., aims to expand
its infrastructure management capabilities
through this acquisition, acquiring 100% of
the limited liability company interests in Global
Infrastructure Management, LLC (GIM).

CCl has approved the proposed reorganization
of interests, legal ownership, and management
across various entities within the Godrej Group.
Under this arrangement, the realignment
stems from an inter-se arrangement among
the family branches: Adi Godrej and family
(ABG Family), Nadir Godrej and family (NBG
Family), Jamshyd Godrej and family (JNG
Family), and Smita Crishna and family (SVC
Family), as outlined in the Family Settlement
Agreement (FSA) dated April 30, 2024.
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CCl has approved the acquisition plans
involving WeWork India and 1 Ariel Way Tenant
Limited (OAW). The transaction involves Real
Trustee Advisory Company, acting on behalf
of Volrado Venture Partners Fund Il (Volrado
I1), Volrado Venture Partners Fund Il - Beta
(Volrado 1lI), along with other independent
co-acquirers, gaining certain share capital of
WeWork India. Additionally, Embassy Buildcon
LLP will acquire 100% share capital of 1 Ariel
Way Tenant Limited (OAW).

CCl has approved acquisition of equity shares
of Sneha Farms Private Ltd. (Target) by Mitsui
& Co., Ltd. by way of a combination of primary
subscription and secondary purchase.

CCI has approved the proposed transaction
involving Coforge acquiring between 50.21%
and 54% of Cigniti’s fully diluted shares through
share purchases and a mandatory open offer
under India’s SEBI regulations. Subsequently,
Cigniti will be merged into Coforge.

CCl has approved the acquisition by TFIL
of up to ~11.7% equity shareholding (on a
fully diluted basis) in Vastu Housing Finance
Corporation Limited (VHFCL / Target) by
way of a secondary purchase (Proposed
Transaction).

CCl has approved the acquisition of 100%
shareholding and loans (secured and
unsecured) of SPV 1, SPV 2, and SPV 3
from APCO Infratech Private Limited, and
100% shareholding and loans (secured
and unsecured) of SPV 4 and SPV 5 from
APCO Infratech Private Limited and Chetak
Enterprises  Limited, pending required
approvals.
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e CCI has approved proposed transaction: IRB

and Anahera subscribing to MBEL's NCDs; if
unsuccessful, InvIT may subscribe to Alternate
InvIT NCD Subscription. InvIT plans fresh unit
issuance to existing unitholders like IRB and
GIC Unitholders. InvIT intends to acquire
MBEL’s equity shares and NCDs.

CCI has approved the proposed combination
of Mitsubishi Corporation, TVS Certified
Private Limited, and TVS Vehicle Mobility
Solution Private Limited.

e CCI has approved the proposed combination

which entails two key transactions: Cintra SPV
1 will acquire about 24% of the unit holding in
a Private InvIT with negotiated rights, while
Cintra SPV 2 will simultaneously acquire
around 24% equity in the Investment Manager
of the Private InvIT with the right to appoint a
director. Both Cintra SPV 1 and Cintra SPV 2
are wholly owned Dutch subsidiaries of Cintra.

CCI has approved the proposed transaction
which involves the acquisition of 100% of the
limited liability company interests in GIM by
BFI.
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