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CCl dismisses abuse of dominance complaint
against Honda Motorcycle & Scooter India

Cl dismissed a complaint filed by

individual (a former dealer of Suzuki

Motorcycle India) against Honda

Motorcycle & Scooter India (“HMSI”)
for allegedly abusing its dominant position. The
individual alleged that HMSI coerced him into
terminating his Suzuki dealership to secure an
HMSI dealershipin 2017. He further accused HMSI
of forcing him to stock unpopular two-wheeler
models, denying him business flexibility, and
abruptly terminating the dealership agreement
in January 2024 without any justification. CCI
determined that these allegations appear to
be contractual disputes and did not fall under
the purview of anti-competitive norms. CCI

also pointed out that the allegations were
insufficient to establish abuse of dominance
under Section 4 of the Competition Act, 2002
(“Act”). Regarding the allegations of dumping
unpopular models and the unilateral termination
of the dealership agreement, CCl observed
that these were commercial disputes related
to business transactions and fell outside the
purview of the CCI's jurisdiction. On the issue
of unilateral termination of the dealership, CCI
referred to HSMI's statement which cited a lack of
improvement in quality standards as the reason.
CCIl held that these correspondences indicate
commercial disputes arising from the agreement
and not the anti-competitive practices.
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CCl penalizes investment manager of Goldman
Sachs AlF for failing to notify Biocon deal

Climposedapenalty of Rs40lakhonthe
investment manager of Goldman Sachs
AIF for failing to notify the regulator
about the more than four-year-old
deal that gives the option to buy up to 3.81 per
cent stake in Biocon Biologics. The penalty was
levied for a contravention of Section 6(2) of the
Act, which mandates prior approval for certain
combinations. Goldman Sachs AIMPL argued
that the transaction was a routine investment

within the ordinary course of its business and did
not give any control over Biocon Biologics. It also
claimed that the rights acquired were standard
protections for minority investors. However, the
CCIl dismissed these arguments, stating that
the rights included access to sensitive business
information and the ability to influence reserved
matters, thereby crossing the threshold of an
ordinary investment.




Resolution plans with mergers need CCI's
clearance before Committee of Creditors

(“CoC”) approval

he Supreme Court of India has held that
a resolution plan involving a merger or
acquisition, if so required, must seek
the approval from the CCI before being
taken up by the CoC. The resolution plan which

falls under this caterogy are the ones which can
substantially alter market structures (e.g., large
mergers, acquisitions, or other combinations),
and where merger control thresholds are
triggered.

»

National Company Law Appellate Tribunal
(“NCLAT”) stays CCI order on WhatsApp-Meta
data sharing, penalty hearing in March

CLAT has stayed the CClI's order
regarding sharing user data by

Whatsapp with Meta for advertising
reasons for five years. NCLAT upheld
the CCl's order regarding the directions to

Whatsapp to provide detailed explanation
regarding the purpose of user data sharing.
Meta was directed by NCLAT to deposit 50% of
the penalty imposed by CCl i.e. Rs 213.14 crore
within two weeks.



CCl rejects AGI Greenpac’s gas pricing abuse
claims against Bhagyanagar Gas in Hyderabad

Cl dismissed allegations raised by AGI

Greenpac Limited, a prominent glass

manufacturer, against Bhagyanagar

Gas - a natural gas distributor
in  Hyderabad. AGI Greenpac alleged that
Bhagyanagar Gas exploited its exclusive position
in Hyderabad by charging excessive prices for
natural gas, by refusing to allow third-party
gas suppliers access to its pipeline network
and failing to provide transparency in price
determination. The CCI reviewed the allegations
and determined that Bhagyanagar Gas'’s conduct
adhered to regulatory frameworks established by
the Petroleum and Natural Gas Regulatory Board
(PNGRB). The exclusivity granted to Bhagyanagar

Gas, which limits competition in the designated
geographical area, was noted to be lawful under
the PNGRB Act. The CCI rejected the claims of
excessive pricing, stating that price differences
between AGI Greenpac’s Hyderabad plant and
its Bhongir facility stemmed from varying market
conditions, including tax differences. The CCI
also clarified that the Bhagyanagar Gas refused
to allow third-party access to its pipeline,
consistent with the PNGRB Act, as the company
had not been declared a “common carrier.”
Furthermore, pricing transparency was deemed
a contractual matter between the parties rather
than an anti-competitive concern.

»

CCl seeks official documents from Delhi
authorities in Pernod Ricard probe

Cl has sought official document from
the Delhi authorities wherein it is

share. This probe follows an antitrust raid, a $250
million tax dispute and an investigation into liquor
policy violations, all of which Pernod denied.

alleged that Pernod Ricard colluded
with Delhi city retailers to boost market




Cartel allegations against HP India dismissed

by CCI

Cl dismissed allegations of bid rigging

against HP India Sales Private Ltd and

its associated resellers, finding no

prima facie evidence of cartelisation in
government procurement tenders. The identity
of the informant will remain confidential for three
years as per the statutory provisions. It was
alleged that HP India and seven of its resellers
engaged in bid rigging for tenders floated issued
by the Gurugram Metropolitan Development
Authority (GMDA) and the Faridabad
Metropolitan Development Authority (FMDA) for
the procurement of inkjet/LED plotter printers.
With regards to GMDA tender, the CCI found

the allegations were not supported by sufficient
evidence. The multiple bidders quoted HP
products alone was not indicative of cartelisation.
It further clarified that the five-year warranty
quoted by bidders aligned with the requirements
set in the GMDA tender, eliminating concerns of
collusion. Regarding the FMDA tender, the CCI
observed that bidders had the freedom to quote
different brands, and the fact that some opted
for HP products while others chose alternatives
did not constitute bid manipulation and that
GMDA and FMDA had the discretion to define
tender specifications based on their needs and
budgetary considerations.
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Case alleging abuse of dominance in mining
and supply of sand iimenite dismissed against

IREL

Cl dismissed the allegation of
dominance in mining and supply of
sand ilmenite against IREL (India) Ltd.
(formerly known as Indian Rare Earth
Ltd. The complaint was filed by Beach Minerals
Producers Association alleging that IREL was
the sole producer and supplier of beach sand
ilmenite following the Government’s restrictions
on private sector involvement in the mining of
atomic minerals. The investigation report by the
Director General (i) confirmed that IREL has a

dominant position in the market, (ii) there was
no evidence to show that IREL discriminated
against the domestic buyers in favour of foreign
customers, (iii) thereis no evidence to support the
allegations of excessive pricing. CCI concluded
that IREL's operations were commercial and fell
under the definition of “enterprise” as per the
Act. Despite the dominant position, CCI found
no conclusive evidence to show that IREL had
abused its dominance through unfair trade
practices, discriminatory supply or excessive
pricing.




Combination Orders:

CCl approved the proposed acquisition of certain
shareholding in POSCO - India Pune Processing Centre
Private Ltd by POSCO India Processing Centre Private
Ltd. POSCO Group’s intra-group acquired the entire
shareholding of LX International Corporation in POSCO-
India Pune Processing Centre Private Ltd.

CCl approved the proposal of Adani Group’s arm Renew
Exim DMCC to acquire 72.64% in ITD Cementation India.

CCI approved the acquisition of Pegatron Technology
India Pvt. Ltd. by TATA Electronics Pvt. Ltd. and the
transfer of TEL Components Pvt. Ltd's business
undertaking of Pegatron India.

CCI approved the amalgamation of Sequent Scientific
Limited (SSL); Sequent Research Limited (SRL);
Viyash Life Sciences Private Limited (Viyash); Symed
Labs Limited (Symed); Appcure Labs Private Limited
(Appcure); Vindhya Pharma (India) Private Limited
(Vindhya Pharma); Vandana Life Sciences Private Limited
(Vandana); S.V. Labs Private Limited (SV Labs); Vindhya
Organics Private Limited (Vindhya Organics); and Geninn
Life Sciences Private Limited (Geninn). SSL, SRL, Viyash,
Symed, Appcure, Vindhya Pharma, Vandana, Vindhya
Organics, Geninn and SV Labs with Sequent Scientific.

CCl approved the proposed acquisition of (i) Al Lenarco
Midco Ltd. by Majesty Il Pte. Ltd and (ii) certain
compulsory convertible debentures in Manjushree
Technopack Limited from Al Lenarco by Ashoka India
Equity Investment Trust plc, Nuvama Private Investment
Trust and InCred Growth Partners Fund —I.

CCI approved the acquisition of all outstanding equity
shares of Kellanova by Mars, Incorporated.

CCI approved the approved the proposed acquisition
of 21 SPVs, owning renewable power generation plants,
and the holding companies of certain SPVs by Gentari
Renewables India Pte. Ltd.

CCI has approved the proposed combination involving
inter-connected steps resulting in inter alia the
acquisition of up to 68.9% shareholding in Roop
Automotives Limited by CA Carob Investments.

CCl approved the acquisition of 34% equity shareholding
of Ashoka Concessions by Ashoka Buildcon and certain
convertible instruments of Ashoka Concessions from
Macquarie SBl Infrastructure Investments Pte Limited and
SBI Macquarie Infrastructure Trust by Ashoka Buildcon;
and Ashoka Buildcon Limited through its subsidiary, Viva
Highways Ltd. Will acquire 26% shareholding of Jaora
Nayagaon Toll Road Company.

CCI approved the proposed combination involving,
Agro Tech Foods Limited (ATFL), Bharti Enterprises
Limited (BEL), DMPL India Limited (DMPL India) and Del
Monte Foods Private Limited (DMFPL) The proposed
combination involves the following: (a) Acquisition
of 100% shareholding in DMFPL from its existing
shareholders, i.e., BEL, Bharti Units, and DMPL India
by ATFL and (b) Issuance of 20.95% and 14.39% equity
shares in ATFL to Bharti and DMPL India, respectively by
way of preferential allotment by ATFL, in discharge of its
consideration for ATFL's 100% acquisition in DMFPL.
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