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National Company Law
Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT)
dpheld the Competition
Commission of India’s (CCl)
ruling but reduced the penalty
levied on Google

he NCLAT upheld the CCI's ruling on Google in relation to

the misuse of its dominant position related to Play Store

policies. However, the NCLAT has reduced the penalty

imposed on Google to 216 crores. The NCLAT has also
directed Google to allow and not restrict app developers from using
any third-party billing services; not to impose any anti-steering
provisions on app developers or restrict them from communicating
with their users to promote their apps; and not to discriminate
against other apps facilitating payment through Unified Payments
Interface (UPI) in India vis-a-vis its own UPl app, in any manner. The
stringent behavioural remedies imposed on Google such as no third-
party app stores within Play Store, no mandatory uninstallation of
pre-installed apps and restriction on downloading apps apart from
official apps, were overruled.
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CCl dismisses allegations of anti-competitive
practices against GMR Airports

he CCI dismissed allegations of anti-
competitive practices against GMR
Airports and Delhi International Airport
Ltd. (DIAL) concerning the awarding of
certain contracts attheIndira Gandhilnternational
Airport (IGIA). The CCI found no violation under
Section 4(2)(a)(i) of the Competition Act, 2002

(“Act”), noting that the 13% fee imposed on
tenders is a continuation of charges previously
levied by Airports Authority of India and is
applied uniformly across all service providers
without any increase, thereby lacking evidence
of discriminatory or unfair conduct.

>»

CCI Orders Investigation Into TASMAC for
Alleged Abuse of Market Dominance

Cl has ordered an investigation into
TASMAC, a government-owned liquor
retailer in Tamil Nadu, for allegedly
abusing its dominant position. The
informant claimed that TASMAC favoured certain
beer brands like ‘'SNJ 10000’ and ‘British Empire’
by forming unfair ties with specific breweries
and using a sales-based system that limits

opportunities for other brands. The CCI found
that TASMAC, being the sole liquor distributor in
the state, holds a dominant position and noted
supporting evidence from media reports and a
previous court case. Based on these findings,
the CCI believes there is a possible violation
of competition law and has directed a detailed
probe.




NCLAT Defers Hearing on CCl's Case Against
WhatsApp's 2021 Privacy Policy Pending DPDP

Rules

CLAT has deferred the hearing on the
Competition Commission of India’s
(CCIl) case against WhatsApp’'s 2021
Privacy Policy, citing the forthcoming
Digital Personal Data Protection (DPDP) Rules.
The government has released the draft rules for
consultation, with notification expected by mid-
2025. In November 2024, the CCI had imposed
a Rs 213.14 crore penalty on Meta for abusing its
dominant position and had prohibited WhatsApp
from sharing user data with Meta for five years.
Meta and WhatsApp challenged this order before

the NCLAT. In January 2025 NCLAT had granted
a partial stay on both the financial penalty
and the restriction on data sharing. During the
recent proceedings, Meta’s counsel informed the
tribunal that the central government is likely to
notify the DPDP Rules by mid-2025, which could
potentially impact the case. Recognizing that
the forthcoming regulations might address the
issues at hand, the NCLAT deemed it appropriate
to delay the hearing to avoid any overlap. The
matter is now scheduled for further hearing on
May 13, 2025.

»

CCIl Seeks More Information on Complaint
Against Quick Commerce Companies

Cl has sought additional information
from the All India Consumer Products
Distributors  Federation  (AICPDF)

regarding its complaint against quick
commerce (g-commerce) companies like Zepto,
Blinkit, and Swiggy Instamart. The AICPDF had
alleged that these platforms were engaging in
anti-competitive practices by selling products at
deep discounts and creating an uneven playing
field for traditional distributors. In response,

the CCI has asked the AICPDF to submit more
details and evidence to support its claims. The
complaint highlights concerns that the pricing
and supply chain strategies of quick commerce
platforms could potentially distort the market
and hurt the business of conventional retailers
and distributors. The CCl's request for further
information is a procedural step to determine
whether a detailed investigation is warranted.




CCIl Raids Global Advertising Firms Over

Alleged Price Collusion

Cl conducted raids on March 18,
2025, targeting the offices of major
global advertising agencies—
including GroupM, Dentsu, Interpublic
Group (IPG), Publicis, and Madison—as well
as industry bodies such as the Advertising
Agencies Association of India (AAAI), the Indian
Broadcasting and Digital Foundation (IBDF), and

the Indian Society of Advertisers (ISA). These
actions were taken in response to allegations of
price collusion and anti-competitive practices
within the media buying sector. The raids
spanned approximately 10 locations across
Mumbai, New Delhi, and Gurugram, involving the
seizure of documents, emails, internal records,
and electronic devices.

»

CCl signed MoUs with global regulators

he CCl has signed several bilateral
and multilateral Memorandums of
Understanding (MoUs) with global

regulators like Egypt, Mauritius, Japan,
Brazil, BRICS nations, Canada, the European
Commission, Australia, and the U.S. Department

of Justice to enhance cooperation in competition
law enforcement. Further, India’s Free Trade
Agreements with various countries now include
provisions promoting action against anti-
competitive activities.




CCl Invites Public Comments on Proposed
Combination Between Bharat Forge and AAM

India Manufacturing

he CCI has invited public comments
regarding the proposed acquisition of
AAM India Manufacturing Corporation
Private Limited (AAMCPL) by Bharat
Forge Limited (BFL). Under the proposed deal,
BFL would acquire 100% shareholding and full
control over AAMCPL, including certain assets
from AAM Auto Component (India) Private
Limited. BFL is a global supplier of safety and
critical forged components across various
sectors, while AAMCPL manufactures and sells
axles for commercial vehicles in India. Notably,

BFL's promoters have significant shareholding in
two joint ventures engaged in the same sector.

The CCl observed that the proposed combination
may have an appreciable adverse effect on
competition. Consequently, it directed the
parties to publish the details of the transaction
to inform the public and potentially affected
persons. The information has been published in
leading newspapers and is also available on the
websites of the parties and the CCI.

»

CCI Chief Ravneet Kaur Assigned Additional
Charge as NFRA Chairperson

he Chairperson of the Competition
Commission of India (CCI), Ravneet Kaur,
has been given additional charge as the
Chairperson of the National Financial
Reporting Authority (NFRA) for three months
starting from April 1, 2025, or until a regular
appointment is made, whichever is earlier. This
appointment follows the completion of Ajay

Bhushan Pandey’s tenure as NFRA Chairperson
on March 31, 2025. Kaur, who has been actively
overseeing competition law enforcement, will
now also supervise NFRA's role in regulating audit
firms for listed entities. Her appointment comes
at a time when NFRA is facing legal scrutiny
over the separation of its review and disciplinary
functions.




Combination Orders:

Disclaimer:

CCI approved the proposed acquisition of up to 72.8%
shareholding of Orient Cement Ltd. by Ambuja Cements
Ltd.;

CCl approved the acquisition of 10% additional
shareholding in Tata Play Ltd. by Tata Sons Pvt. Ltd. from
Bay tree Investments (Mauritius) Pte Ltd

CCl approved the proposed acquisition of 100%
shareholding of O2 Power Midco Holdings Pte. Ltd. and
02 Energy SG Pte. Ltd. by JSW Neo Energy Limited.

CCI approved acquisition of Uprising Science Private
Limited by Hindustan Unilever Limited.

CCl approved the proposed acquisition of shareholding
in Dhoot Transmission Private Limited by BC Asia
Investments XV Limited and BC Asia Investments XVI
Limited.

CClapproved the acquisition of 100% equity shareholding
in 11 road special purpose vehicles owned by Ashoka
Concessions Limited and Ashoka Buildcon Limited by
Epic Concesiones 2 Private Limited.

CCl approved acquisition of Athaang Devanahalli Tollway
Private Limited, Athaang Jammu Udhampur Highway
Private Limited and Quazigund Expressway Private
Limited by Cube Highways Trust and Cube Highways
and Infrastructure V Pte. Ltd

CCl approved the proposed combination involving,
inter alia, Maple Infrastructure Trust (MIT); CDPQ

Infrastructures Asia Ill Inc. (CDPQ Asia); Maple Highways
Pte. Ltd.; 360 ONE Private Equity Fund and certain road
assets of the Ashoka Buildcon group.

CCl approved the proposed acquisition of certain CCPS
B of API Holdings by 360 ONE and Claypond Capital.

CClI approved acquisition of additional voting rights by
certain shareholders of Billion Brains Garage Ventures
Private Limited (Groww) and issuance of bonus
compulsorily convertible preference shares to all existing
equity shareholders of Groww.

CCl approved acquisition by Peabody MNG Pty Ltd
and Peabody SMC Pty Ltd of a portion of assets and
businesses associated with Anglo American plc’s steel-
making coal portfolio in Australia.

CCl approved the acquisition by 360 ONE and Claypond
Captial of certain class B compulsorily convertible
preference shares (CCPS B) of API Holdings from the
existing shareholder, MEMG Family Office LLP.

CCI approved the proposed combination of acquisition
of 100% shareholding of Ayana Renewable Power Private
Limited by ONGC NTPC Green Private Limited.

CCI approved the proposed acquisition by AMG Green
Power B.V. of certain shareholding in Greenko Energy
Holdings from ORIX Corporation (ORIX) and proposed
issuance of certain convertible notes by AM Green
(Luxembourg) S.A.R.L to ORIX.
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