Public Affairs Forum of India

PAFI's 12th Annual Forum Highlights Next-Gen Reforms as Key to India's
Economic Growth

New Delhi, September 18, 2025: The Public Affairs Forum of India (PAFI) today hosted a
pivotal session titled 'Economy Unbound: Next-Gen Reforms as the Lever' as part of its 12th
Annual Forum. The discussion centered on India's strategic push for deep reforms to unlock
its demographic dividend and achieve the 'Viksit Bharat' milestone, emphasizing that
deregulation, ease of doing business, and streamlined compliances are crucial for sustaining
growth, attracting investment, and fostering innovation across sectors.

During the session, Apurva Chandra, Principal Advisor, Ministry of Defense, emphasized
the need for strategic priorities. He stated, “Our priority must be jointness, Atmanirbharta,
and innovation. We need to take risks, promote indigenous solutions, and fast-track critical
technologies by compressing long procurement cycles. Equally, for industry to grow,
enabling factors like land availability, reliable power, efficient logistics, and streamlined
certifications are vital to attract investment and boost exports in sectors such as gems and
jewellery and auto components.”

Jayesh Ranjan, Special Chief Secretary, Chief Minister’s Office (CMO), Government of
Telangana, underscored the critical role of states in driving reform. He added, "The real
action is in the states. Telangana undertook path-breaking reforms as early as 2014,
questioning the need for multiple approvals and ensuring clearances within 15 days.
Progressive states have shown the true value of reforms, and I hope NITI Aayog will
encourage them to go further and faster.”

Adding to the discussion on governance, V. Srinivas, Secretary, Department of
Administrative Reforms and Public Grievances, Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances
and Pensions, Government of India, highlighted a key initiative. He remarked, "Mission
Karmayogi is a game changer in state capacity building — shifting from rules-based to role-
based governance, in line with the Prime Minister’s vision of creating institutions of love,
and equipping civil servants with the skills and Al tools needed for maximum governance,
minimum government.”

The insightful discussion was expertly moderated by Ishteyaque Amjad, Past President,
PAFI and Managing Director, Policy and Global Government Affairs, India and South Asia,
Abbott Healthcare. Natasha Jog, Director, Public Policy, Meta, delivered the welcome
remarks, and Vaibhav Mittal, Vice President, Corporate Affairs, The Indian Hotels Company
Limited, concluded the proceedings with the vote of thanks.
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