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Overview 

 
Public Affairs Forum of India (PAFI) is the only platform for corporate public affairs 

practitioners in the country, representing large and medium-sized Indian and transnational 

companies. PAFI is dedicated to raise and maintain standards in Public Affairs, Public Policy & 

Advocacy and to enable the profession to attain recognition and credibility by bringing in a 

paradigm shift in the way businesses engage with stakeholders - Government, Media, Civil Society 

and Academia. It also endeavors to deepen and broaden the talent pool to create young leaders 

from diverse backgrounds while planning to expand its footprint across India.  

 
Since its inception 13 years back, PAFI has been actively promoting and upholding transparency, 

probity, inclusion and diversity across the wider remit of Public Affairs Profession spanning Policy 

Advocacy, Government Relations, Corporate Communications and Corporate Social Responsibility. 

It acts as a cross-sector networking platform for public affairs professionals and provides 

opportunities to benefit from interactions with each other as well as with key policymakers and 

influencers through evidence-based research, closed-door dialogues, interactive panel discussions, 

seminars, an Annual Lecture and the Annual National Forum, its flagship event.  

 

The theme of PAFI’s 8th National Forum 2021, to be held virtually on October 21-22, 2021 is 

“Reviving the Economy: Reimagine.Reboot.Reform”. The forum will focus on the long-term 

aspirational agenda for reviving the economy in India and across geographies. Speakers and 

participants will identify the emerging trends and suggest solutions including course correction to 

rebuild traumatized economies.  

 

The 8th edition of PAFI’s National Forum will focus on the possible steps required, across the 

stakeholder universe, to ensure economic growth that helps in correcting the social imbalances 

amplified by the pandemic. The global and Indian economy have, in the last two years, faced 

unprecedented pressures, eroding the painstaking gains made over the years on several crucial 

indicators. The terms and nature of business have also changed forcing corporates to rework the 

existing models across the value chain. Therefore, all stakeholders need to work towards 

relaunching the inclusive growth process.  

 

PAFI’s National Forum is not just a platform for interactive deliberations via discussions, 

debates and dialogues amongst various stakeholders, but more importantly setting the 

direction for broader policy and economic agenda emerging from active participation and 

interaction across a diverse set of stakeholders.  

 

These include Ministers, government officials from the central and state governments, as well as 

global multilateral organizations, CEO’s, media, think tanks and legislators. Besides India, speakers 

and participants would join from North America, Europe, Asia-Pacific and Middle East.  

 

Useful links: PAFI profile; Annual Report 2020-21; Annual Lecture; Report on 7th National 

Forum 2020. For more details, please contact lakshmi.kanchaan@pafi.in. 

https://pafi.in/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SA6FP8pRSuI
https://pafi.in/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/PAFI-Profile-June-21.pdf
https://pafi.in/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/PAFI-Annual-Report-2020-21-HiRes-1.pdf
https://pafi.in/annual-lecture/
https://pafi.in/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/7th-forum-national22-1.pdf
https://pafi.in/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/7th-forum-national22-1.pdf
mailto:lakshmi.kanchaan@pafi.in
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*Subject to change 

 
Public Affairs Forum of India (PAFI) 

8th National Forum (Virtual Event), 21-22 October 2021 
 

Program*  
 
Spread over two days, PAFI’s 8th National Forum would foster discussions and dialogues 

featuring a diverse set of leaders and experts who would share their distilled worldviews, 
unique perspectives and strategic insights. 

 
Besides the inaugural and the closing sessions, the program would feature keynotes, 
panel discusssions and dialogues that collectively would enable new conversations and set 

the agends for a rich discourse via crucial conversations and critical thinking. 
 

Day One, Thursday, October 21, 2021, 2.00 – 8.00 pm IST 
 
# Session Title Remarks 

 
1 Inaugural Session 

 

 

2 CEO Session Prominent CEOs would collectively map out the 
imperatives of reviving the economy 

 
3 Geo-Politics and Economy – Mega 

Trends 

Speakers from different regions of the world 

and India would discern the mega trends 
shaping geo-politics and economy 

 
4 Reviving The Creative Economy  

 

Speakers from diverse filed such as literature  
and art would share their perspectives on the 

role of creative arts such as literature, arts and 
theatre in the realm of economy  

 
5 Dialogue  Senior Policymaker to chart out roadmap to 

post-pandemic recovery 

 
6 Dialogue  Senior Executive on long-term challenges and 

opportunities as well as life lessons 
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Day Two, Friday, October 22, 2021, 10.00 am – 5.30 pm IST 

 
# Session Title  Remarks 

 

7 Session with the Partner State: 
Telangana 

The partner state would showcase 
opportunities and facilitation for business 

and investment 

• Chief / Cabinet Minister 
• Senior Officials 

• Senior Business Leader 
 

8 Dialogue   Leadership lessons from the Pandemic 
 

9 Session on Reimagining Health & 
Economy 

 

Experts would discuss ways and means 
to improve effectiveness and efficiency  

10 Session on State of the Indian States Ministers from different states shall share 

their views on facilitating business in the 
context of cooperative and competitive 
federalism  

 
11 Session with Secretaries’  

 

Senior-most bureaucrats acrowould 

discuss the way forward 
 

12 Session on Pleasure of Doing Business Going beyond the World Bank’s Ease of 

Doing Business (EODB) index, leaders 
and experts would reimagine what needs 

to be done to make doing business a 
pleasure 
 

13 Dialogue Public Affairs and the Business of Life  
 

14 Closing Session  
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Confirmed Speakers*  
 

 

Shereen Bhan 
Managing Editor  
CNBC TV18 

Pramod Bhasin 
Chairman 
Indian Council for Research on International 
Economic Relations(ICRIER) 
 

Vikram Chandra 
Founder 
Editorji 
 

Raj Chengappa  
Group Editorial Director 
India Today Group 
 

Dilip Chenoy  
Secretary General  
FICCI 

Dr Randeep Guleria  
Director  
AIIMS 
 

Shekhar Gupta 
Editor-in-Chief and Chairman 
The Print 
 

Lee Howell 
Senior Advisor to the President of  
World Economic Forum and 
Visiting Professor  
University of Geneva School of Economics & 
Management 
 

Shobhana Kamineni 
Executive Vice Chairperson 
Apollo Hosptials  
 

Dr Rajiv Kumar 
Vice Chairman  
Niti Aayog 
 

Shivshankar Menon 
Distinguished Fellow 
Center for Social & Economic Progress and 
Former National Security Advisor of India 
 

Jeff Moon 
President  
China Moon Strategic LLC and 
Former Assistant 
US Trade Representative of China 
 

Suresh Narayanan 
Chairman and Managing Director  
Nestle India Limited 

Anil Padmanabhan 
Senior Journalist and 
Former Managing Editor 
Mint 
 



  
 

 

5 
 

 

Nitin Pai 
Co-Founder and Director 
The Takshashila Institution 
 

R Sukumar  
Editor  
Hindustan Times 
 

KT Rama Rao 
Minister for IT, Industries, MA & UD 
Government of Telangana 
 

Sanjoy Roy 
Managing Director  
Teamwork Films 
 

Samir Saran 
President 
Observer Research Foundation (ORF) 
 

Rohit Saran 
Managing Editor 
Times Group 

Javed Sayed 
Associate Executive Editor 
The Economic Times 
 

Pranjal Sharma 
Economic Analyst, Advisor and Author 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

*As on 28 July 2021  


