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India poised to become $5-trillion economy by 2024-25:
Hardeep Singh Puri
Puri said that the Covid-19 pandemic has led to a di�erent set of growth drivers

PTI, New Delhi, OCT 21 2021, 17:07 IST UPDATED: OCT 21 2021, 17:18 IST|
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Hardeep Singh Puri. Credit: PTI file photo

Union Minister Hardeep Singh Puri on Thursday exuded confidence that India will become a $five-
trillion economy by 2024-25 and $10-trillion by 2030.

Speaking at a virtual conference of PAFI India, Puri said, "Economic growth is accelerating. India is
poised for growth to become a $5 trillion economy by 2024-25 and $10 trillion economy by 2030". On
Bharat Petroleum Corporation divestment, he said: "All feedback is proceeding well..."

The petroleum and urban development minister also hailed the recent Air India divestment.

There are reports that a�er the Air India deal, the government intends to close the disinvestment of
BPCL this fiscal only.

About the vaccination drives in the country, he said, "We are celebrating one billion doses of vaccines
administered today".

On economic growth momentum, he said petrol consumption is 16 per cent higher than pre-Covid
levels, while diesel consumption is 10-12 per cent higher. "Even the stock market has registered a
growth of 250 per cent since March 2020," he added.

Puri mentioned that the pandemic has led to a di�erent set of growth drivers -- revival of health
sector, exports, global manufacturing risk index, increased economic activity, achieving renewable
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energy target and initiative like Gati Shakti, Foreign exchange reserve.

On high energy and oil prices, Puri said the supply curve has been kept below the demand curve,
which leads to high prices. "High price of energy undermines global economic recovery. The ideal is to
release increased production in the market and that will be in the interest of the producing country
also. For India, Centre and state in the spirit of cooperative federalism need to pool their resources to
keep prices in check," he said.
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Cabinet approves PM GatiShakti National Master Plan
The NPG will be supported by a technical support unit (TSU) located in the Logistics Division of the Ministry of Commerce
and Industry

PTI, New Delhi, OCT 21 2021, 17:17 IST UPDATED: OCT 21 2021, 17:17 IST|

The Union Cabinet on Thursday approved PM GatiShakti National Master Plan, including
implementation, monitoring and support mechanism, for providing multi-modal connectivity.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, on October 13, had launched a Rs 100 lakh crore national master plan
for multi-modal connectivity to develop infrastructure to reduce logistic costs and boost the economy.
It targets to cut logistic costs, increase cargo handling capacity and reduce the turnaround time.
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An Empowered Group of Secretaries (EGoS) headed by the Cabinet Secretary and secretaries of 18
ministries as members, among others, will be set up. Briefing the media regarding the decision, Union
Minister Anurag Thakur said a Multimodal Network Planning Group (NPG) will be constituted with
representation from the heads of the Network Planning Division from various ministries and
departments.

The NPG will be supported by a technical support unit (TSU) located in the Logistics Division of the
Ministry of Commerce and Industry. The TSU will have domain experts from various infrastructure
sectors, such as aviation, maritime, public transport, rail, roads and highways, ports, power, pipeline,
GIS, ICT, finance/market PPP, logistics, data analytics, among others. The EGOS has been mandated to
review and monitor the implementation of the PM GatiShakti NMP to ensure logistics e�iciency.
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SpiceJet unveils special livery to celebrate 100 crore Covid-19
vaccine
The livery bearing an image of Prime Minister Narendra Modi and healthcare workers adorned three Boeing 737 aircra� of
SpiceJet

PTI, New Delhi, OCT 21 2021, 16:59 IST UPDATED: OCT 21 2021, 16:59 IST|

SpiceJet on Thursday unveiled a special livery on its Boeing 737 aircra� at the Delhi airport to
celebrate India's reaching the historic milestone of administering 100 crore Covid-19 vaccine doses.

The livery bearing an image of Prime Minister Narendra Modi and healthcare workers adorned three
Boeing 737 aircra� of SpiceJet.

Health Minister Mansukh Mandaviya was also present during the unveiling.

Also Read | 100 heritage monuments to be lit in colours of Indian flag to mark 100 crore Covid
vaccination feat
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SpiceJet Chairman and Managing Director Ajay Singh -- who was also present on the occasion -- said
the reaching of a 100-crore-dose milestone in mere 279 days was a testament to the e�orts of health
workers and the cooperation of citizens.

“The exceptional contribution of our frontline workers and corona warriors including those from
SpiceJet and SpiceHealth deserves special mention and should be applauded,” he said.

"Our aircra� livery is a small tribute to the success of India's vaccination mission and a celebration of
its never-say-die spirit,” he added.

Also Read | 100-crore Covid-19 vaccinations: Journey so far & challenges ahead

The cumulative Covid-19 vaccine doses administered in the country surpassed the 100-crore
milestone on Thursday.

Around 75 per cent of India's all eligible adult population has been inoculated with at least one dose
and around 31 per cent has received both doses of the vaccine.

The countrywide vaccination drive was rolled out on January 16 with health care workers getting
inoculated in the first phase. The vaccination of frontline workers started on February 2.

Also Read | PM interacts with beneficiaries, healthcare workers as India crosses 100 crore Covid
vaccinations

The next phase of Covid-19 vaccination commenced from March 1 for people over 60 years of age and
those aged 45 and above with specified co-morbid conditions.

The country launched vaccination for all people aged over 45 years from April 1.

The government then decided to expand its vaccination drive allowing all above 18 to be vaccinated
from May 1.

Watch the latest DH Videos here:
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As the cumulative vaccine doses administered in India surpassed the 100-crore mark, Union Health
Minister Mansukh Mandaviya on Thursday launched a song and a film describing the e�orts that went
behind the launch of the world's largest Covid inoculation programme.

The Union Health minister launched the song and the film at the iconic Red Fort where the country's
largest khadi tricolour, weighing around 1,400 kg, has been displayed.

The same tricolour (225 feet by 150 feet) was unfurled on Gandhi Jayanti at Leh.

"Today India created history. It's a story of Prime Minister Narendra Modi's 'Sankalp'. 100 crore vaccine
is a story of Atma Nirbhar Bharat," Mandaviya said at the event.

Read | 100-cr vaccinations: Monuments to be lit in tricolour

The song has been sung by singer Kailash Kher.

The audio-visual film is about how the entire process of vaccination was initiated and what e�orts it
took to launch the world's largest Covid inoculation programme.

The film also thanks doctors, nurses and everyone else who contributed in the largest vaccination
drive and made it a success.
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The flag was displayed at a raised slant platform at the lawn right in front of the ramparts of the Red
Fort.

Read | WHO chief hails India's 100 crore vaccine milestone

Over 75 per cent of India's adult population has received at least one dose of Covid-19 vaccine, while
over 31 percent have been administered both the doses, according to Union health ministry o�icials.

To mark the milestone on the Covid-19 vaccination exercise, a series of events have also been lined
up.

The Archaeological Survey of India will light up 100 of its heritage monuments in colours of the
national flag to mark the milestone which will be a tribute to health professionals, frontline workers,
scientists, vaccine manufacturers and the citizens of the country who bravely fought the pandemic,
o�icials said on Thursday.

SpiceJet will unveil a special livery at the Delhi airport to celebrate the 100 crore vaccine milestone on
Thursday.

"A�er 100 crore doses are administered, we will go on a mission mode to ensure that those who have
taken their first dose take their second dose too to ensure they are protected against Covid-19,"
Mandaviya had earlier said.

Watch latest videos by DH here:
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PTI, Bengaluru, OCT 21 2021, 16:51 IST UPDATED: OCT 21 2021, 16:55 IST|

Taking objection to an advertisement by tyre major Ceat Ltd in which actor Aamir Khan is seen
advising people not to burst crackers on the streets, BJP MP Anantkumar Hegde has asked the
company to also address the "problem blocking roads in the name of Namaz and noise emitted from
mosques during Azan."

In a letter to the company's MD and CEO Anant Vardhan Goenka, he requested him to take cognisance
of the recent advertisement creating an "unrest among the Hindus", and expressed hope in future the
organisation will respect the "Hindu sentiment".

"Your company's recent advertisement in which Aamir Khan advises people, not to burst firecrackers
on the streets is giving a very good message. Your concern for public issues needs applause. In this
regard, I request you to address one more problem faced by people on roads, i.e., blocking roads in
the name of Namaz on Fridays and other important festive days by Muslims," Hegde said.

Also Read | States must comply with orders on crackers: SC
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In the letter dated October 14, he said, it is a very common scene in many Indian cities where Muslims
block busy roads and perform Namaz, and at that time, vehicles like ambulances and firefighters
vehicles are also struck in tra�ic causing "grave losses". Also, requesting Goenka to highlight the issue
of noise pollution in the company's ads, the MP from Uttara Kannada said, every day, "loud noise is
emitted from mikes arranged on the top of mosques in our country when Azan is given".

"That sound is beyond the permissible limits. On Fridays, it is prolonged for some more time. It is
causing great inconvenience to people su�ering from di�erent ailments and taking rest, people
working in di�erent establishments and teachers teaching in classrooms. Actually, this list of su�erers
is very long and only a few are mentioned here," he said.

Also Read | SC issues show cause notice to firecrackers manufacturers for use of Barium salt 

"As you are very keen and sensitive towards the problems faced by the general public and you also
belong to the Hindu community, I am sure you can feel the discrimination done to the Hindus since
centuries," he further said, adding, nowadays, a group of "Anti-Hindu actors" always hurt the Hindu
sentiments whereas, they never try to expose the wrongdoings of their community.

"Therefore, I kindly request you to take cognisance of this particular incident where your company's
advertisement has created an unrest among the Hindus," Hegde said, as he expressed hope that in the
future Goenka's organisation will respect the Hindu sentiment and will not hurt it directly or indirectly
by any means. 
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