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India can become world's edtech capital, says
Amitabh Kant
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Synopsis
Reiterating that affordable internet and access to internet infrastructure is the key for
India to enhance its learning outcomes, Kant said the government is committed to
spreading BharatNet under the public-private partnership to ensure every village has an
internet connectivity.

India has the potential to become the

edtech capital of the world with the

private sector playing a key role and the

government or the public sector acting

as a facilitator, NITI Aayog CEO

Amitabh Kant said. 

 

“India needs to signi�cantly improve

its learning outcomes and technology

can help us leapfrog in a big way,” Kant

said while addressing the 8th National Forum of the Public A�airs Forum of

India (Pa�) on Friday.  

 

“I am con�dent that India can become the edtech capital of the world with the

private sector playing a key role and the public sector acting as a facilitator,”

he added. 

Talking about the new education policy, Kant said
that NEP has clearly responded to the clarion call
to integrate technology at every level.
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According to Kant, with arti�cial intelligence throwing up data it will be

possible to hold specialised classes for students on a real time basis, thereby

improving outcomes. “This will greatly bene�t students and teachers,” he said,

adding that the country as a whole will bene�t as technology will help spread

education up to the village level. 

 

Reiterating that a�ordable internet and access to internet infrastructure is the

key for India to enhance its learning outcomes, Kant said the government is

committed to spreading BharatNet under the public-private partnership to

ensure every village has an internet connectivity. 

 

“We need the internet much more than physical infrastructure. We are well

poised to take this forward but the private sector and many more young

entrepreneurs can make India a global edtech hub,” Kant added.  

 

Talking about the new education policy, Kant said that NEP has clearly

responded to the clarion call to integrate technology at every level.  

 

Admitting that India is at the beginning of the edtech revolution, Kant said

the sector is geared up for exponential growth and is expected to reach $40-45

billion over the next ten years.  
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candidates appearing in the subject and in no way re�ects the importance of subjects
as major or minor," CBSE said.

The Central Board of Secondary

Education (CBSE) on Friday clari�ed

that all regional languages have been

kept in the category of minor subjects

for �rst term exams for class 10 and 12.  

 

The clari�cation by the CBSE came

following objection by Punjab Chief

Minister Charanjit Singh Channi to

keeping Punjabi out of the main

subjects.  

 

"I �rmly oppose the CBSE's authoritarian decision to keep Punjabi out of the

main subjects. This is against the federal spirit of Constitution, violating the

right of Punjabi youth to learn their native language. I condemn this biased

exclusion of Punjabi," Channi had tweeted.  

 

Responding to his objection, a senior board o�icial said, "As it is known, the

CBSE has declared the date sheet of the major subjects of classes 10 and 12 for

term – I Examinations."  

 

"It is clari�ed that the classi�cation of subjects has been done purely on

administrative ground for the purpose of conduct of �rst term exams based on

the number of candidates appearing in the subject and in no way re�ects the

importance of subjects as major or minor.  

 

"Every subject is equally important from academic point of view. Punjabi is

one of the regional languages being o�ered. All the regional languages have

been put under the minor category for the purpose of administrative

convenience in relation to the logistics required for the conduct of

examinations," the o�icial added.  

 

The board had on Monday announced that the
�rst term board exams for class 10 will begin from
November 30.
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The board had on Monday announced that the �rst term board e�ams for

class 10 will begin from November 30, while the exams for class 12 are

scheduled from December 1.  

 

While the exams for minor subjects for class 10 will be conducted from

November 17 to December 7, those for class 12 will be conducted from

November 16 to December 30.  

 

Bifurcating the academic session, holding two term-end exams and

rationalising the syllabus were part of the special assessment scheme for class

10 and 12 CBSE board exams for 2021-22, which were announced in July in

view of the COVID-19 pandemic.  

 

The CBSE is o�ering 114 subjects in class 12 and 75 subjects in class 10. Out of

these, 19 are major subjects in class 12 and nine in class 10.  

 

The exams will be objective and the duration of the tests will be 90 minutes.

The exams will start from 11.30 am instead of 10.30 am in view of the winter

season.  

 

The exams for the minor subjects will be conducted by schools, though the

question paper will be provided by the board.  
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