MoS IT favours
some kind of
compromise of
cross-border

data transfer
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MINISTER OF STATE for elec-
tronics and IT Rajeev Chan-
drasekhar on Monday favoured
some kind of compromise
between crossborder transferof
data and privacy of citizens.

Speaking during the annual
lecture of the Public Affairs
Forum of India (PAFI),the minis-
ter said that the government
understands thatinternetis not
something that can bewalled off
andbordered offbutat the same
time there are concerns around
thefact thateveryIndiancitizen
is entitled to their fundamental
rights to privacy and, therefore,
data and information privacy.
“The nature of the compromise
and thenature of howthat could
beworded ina policy,wewillwait
and see.Butwedon’texpecttobe
anisland in the global internet.
We expect to lead the charge in
innovation in global internet,
rather than being an outlier, We
arenot ChinaforsureandIdon’t
want to get into specifics,butwe
understand the contours of the
discussion,”Chandrasekharsaid
inreply to a query around cross
border data transfer.

The government is working
onadataprotection law, thatwill
look into all the aspects of data
transferand protection.The gov-
ernment has been consistently
maintainingitsapproachtodata
protectioninaway thatrights of
an Indian need to be protected
but it should be done in a way
without creating any major dis-
ruption orincreasing the cost of
compliance orreducing the ease
of doing business for investors
and businesses and start-ups.

The minister stressed the
government will ensure that
internet remains open in the
country. “On the issue of inter-
net, ourview is very clear. Policy
making, rule-making, every
actionwetakeincludinginvest-
ments in public good, would be
aimed atensuring thatinternet
isalwaysopenand opennotjust
from state control but open in
termsofinfluence,control, mar-
ket share,all of that,”he said.



