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‘India to bring minimum 3 more legislations to overhaul
digital regulatory system’
“In a very methodical way, we are moving step by step. By end of which, we should see India's
telecom sector, among the best in the world,” Vaishnaw said during a Public Affairs Forum of India
(PAFI) event.
ETTelecom (https://telecom.economictimes.indiatimes.com/agency/88675626/ETTelecom)

September 22, 2022, 15:01 IST

New Delhi: Telecom Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
(https://telecom.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/ashwini+vaishnaw) Thursday said the
government will bring in at least three more legislations, so that the entire digital regulatory
system in the country comes at the level of global standards. To start with, licensing reforms will
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follow the enactment of telecommunications Act.



“In a very methodical way, we are moving
step by step. By end of which, we should see India's
(https://telecom.economictimes.indiatimes.com)
telecom sector, among the best in the world,” Vaishnaw said during a Public Affairs Forum of
India (PAFI) event.
The reforms process for the telecom sector was started in September last year, when the
government announced a slew of structural reforms including redefining adjusted gross
revenue (AGR) definition. It was followed by reforms in the wireless promotion and coordination
(WPC) wing and more recently the right of way rules (RoW). L
The enactment of the Telecommunications Act is the fourth set of reforms, which will be
followed by licensing reforms.
“We will be bringing a series of at least three more legislations I can say, in which the entire
digital regulatory system will be brought up to standard up to global standards… we should be
the economy where we actually come and say that okay, at a population scale a billion plus
population or society as diverse as ours, an economy as complex as ours and for an economy
which is growing, what are the things that we should look at when we are drafting our legal
structure? So that is the objective that which we are moving for,” the minister said.
Vaishnaw was reacting to a question on the draft Indian Telecommunications Bill
(https://telecom.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/indian+telecommunications+bill) 2022, that
was put up for public consultation late Wednesday. Mobile phone companies have termed the
bill as "reformative".
‘’In keeping with the recent trend of reformative policy making by the government, this draft
Indian Telecommunication bill is another milestone step to develop a modern and future-ready
legal framework in telecommunication. We are studying the newly drafted Bill and will share our
comments with the Government in due course of time," SP Kochhar, director general of Cellular
Operators Association of India
(https://telecom.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/cellular+operators+association+of+india)
(COAI), said in a statement.
COAI represents India's three private operators - Reliance Jio, Bharti Airtel
(https://telecom.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/bharti+airtel) and Vodafone Idea
(https://telecom.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/vodafone+idea).
As per the draft Bill, spectrum can be assigned through an auction or administrative process,
depending on the requirements. It has proposed provisions to waive fees, charges and
penalties of a company if it is required to protect the interest of consumers or ensure fair
competition.
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The draft has also enlarged the definition of telecommunication services, bringing over-the-top
(OTT) services such as WhatsApp, Signal
and Telegram, satellite-based communication
(https://telecom.economictimes.indiatimes.com)
services, Internet and broadband services, in-flight and maritime connectivity services, etc.,
under the ambit of the proposed law. The draft document states that in case of insolvency,
spectrum assigned to an entity shall revert to government control.
The draft Bill has been put up for public consultation and stakeholders can send their comment
till October 20.
“Continuing on the path of reforms, the draft bill proposes a comprehensive framework to
further enhance ease of doing business. Clarity has been provided on spectrum allocation,
restructuring, insolvency, and user protection among others. OTT is proposed to be considered
as a telecom service, which may see some developments," Jaideep Ghosh, chief operating
officer of legal firm Shardul Amarchand Mangaldas & Co, said in a statement.
“The Indian Telecommunications Bill, 2002, is indeed a great move and a long awaited one. It
has been a challenge for the telecom industry
(https://telecom.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/industry) dealing with archaic laws for the
last 3-4 decades, particularly the Indian Telegraph Act which was enacted during the 19th
Century including others which will now be repealed. The new Bill has taken account the
current gambit of services being offered using different forms of technology such as over-thetop (OTT), internet services via satellite-based communication services, in-flight and maritime
services, broadcasting, internet, and broadband services, which will now fall within licensed
services,” Tony Verghese, Partner, JSA said.
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IBM says diverse, robust supply chains thwart chip
shortage impact
"I think, discussion cycles start a lot earlier, because people recognise and I think one of the
questions I get when you're doing hardware deals and others is, delivery and how can we actually
accelerate delivery? I think everyone's dealing with it. But you know, we're dealing with it just the
way others are. We do have fairly robust supply chains. We had to diversify our supply chains to
an extent that I think we are able to manage it. I haven't really seen that impact business
significantly in India yet."
Muntazir Abbas (https://telecom.economictimes.indiatimes.com/author/479234376/muntazir-abbas) | ETTelecom
(https://telecom.economictimes.indiatimes.com/agency/88675626/ETTelecom) Updated: September 27, 2022, 11:23 IST
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(https://telecom.economictimes.indiatimes.com)

NEW DELHI: The US-based International Business Machines (IBM
(https://telecom.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/ibm)) said that it had to diversify its
supply chains in order to effectively manage it, and believes that data and insights should be
owned by those who create it. In an interaction with ETTelecom's Muntazir Abbas, IBM India
(https://telecom.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/ibm+india) & South Asia managing
director Sandip Patel (https://telecom.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/sandip+patel) talks
on automation, cybersecurity, Atmanirbhar Bharat (self reliant India) campaign, supply chain
constraints, data localisation and fifth generation (5G)-backed telecom networks. Edited
excerpts.
As IBM is a proponent of AI, automation, business transformation and cybersecurity.
What is your key focus area in India as of now?
So the key takeaway is hybrid cloud and AI underpinned by strong security. Automation is
probably the fastest growing domain for us both in terms of what we do with automation
software, but also our services. I think it's not just saving money, and has really seen
adoption in India post pandemic. The second area is security, which is becoming more and
more relevant. I think, as people are getting more aware, it is becoming relevant. Not
everyone talks about it when they get hit. But that's one of our big focus areas. So, these
includes Red Hat OpenShift for hybrid cloud, automation within AI, data and automation
within AI and security.
What are your views on Atmanirbhar Bharat (self-reliant India) campaign. Now, the
government is also focusing on design In India.
I believe in it. I think it's a great theme. The problem is it's not well defined. So everyone
interprets it in their own ways. I actually do believe in it because it's the right thing for India
and we need to become more self-reliant. But also because when I look at IBM in India, we
have actually been Atmanirbhar in India for a long time. In fact not just for India, we've been
Atmanirbhar and supporting the world. The majority of our systems design actually happens
in India. A lot of software designing, development and testing happens in India, not just for
https://telecom.economictimes.indiatimes.com/amp/news/india-to-bring-minimum-3-more-legislations-to-overhaul-digital-regulatory-system/94372909

5/10

27/09/2022, 12:12

telecom bill: ‘India to bring minimum 3 more legislations to overhaul digital regulatory system’, Telecom News, ET Telecom

India, but for the world. A lot of the research work that actually then gets embedded into our


software happens in India. In fact, we are making in India for India and for the world.
(https://telecom.economictimes.indiatimes.com)

So are you seeing any impact of supply chain issues and how you are addressing it?
Everyone is seeing an impact. So, I think it's just really long lead times for certain things,
particularly when there are global supply chain issues where we need longer lead times and
clients recognise that because they themselves are seeing that. So I think, discussion cycles
start a lot earlier, because people recognise and I think one of the questions I get when
you're doing hardware deals and others is, delivery and how can we actually accelerate
delivery? I think everyone's dealing with it. But you know, we're dealing with it just the way
others are. We do have fairly robust supply chains. We had to diversify our supply chains to
an extent that I think we are able to manage it. I haven't really seen that impact business
significantly in India yet.
You have partnered with Bharti Airtel
(https://telecom.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/bharti+airtel) for edge cloud. Are you in
talks with other telecom service providers like Reliance Jio
(https://telecom.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/reliance+jio) or Vodafone Idea?
We do some of this with Vodafone in the UK, and Verizon in the US. With others we have
had discussions but with Airtel where it has actually come to life quicker.
With 5G is just around the corner, how are you looking to help telecom operators? Are
there any specific offerings?
We do have our core 5G solution suite that we are offering, including how you create thirdparty partnerships. You see with 5G you can do a lot more on the edge. So this is actually a
stepping stone towards 5G, and how you offer a lot of capabilities, apps and services at the
edge for enterprise clients. This will actually enable creation of other ecosystem partnerships
that they can do with others in the market to offer other solutions for their clients.
You also have some stake in Open RAN and your company talks about open
architecture?
This is something that we have been working on around the world. We are also talking to our
telco clients about Open RAN. We have solutions available in Open RAN that we have been
doing in conjunction with partners, as well as leveraging Red Hat OpenShift.
Can you tell more about the Cloud Satellite part?
So Cloud Satellite allows you to actually take cloud capabilities and make it available without
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data localisation issues across different locations. What we are doing with Airtel in terms of


edge platform, is actually leveraging IBM Cloud Satellite which actually uses some of the

services we have available on the overall
IBM cloud. Those are made available across our
(https://telecom.economictimes.indiatimes.com)
private cloud setup.
What is the revenue from the government business vis-à-vis private sector?
It is difficult for me to say that. Today we service nine out of 10 PSU banks. We work with
multiple PSU enterprises which use hardware, software and services from IBM. We have not
segregated that. So if you look at pure government platforms, we do not do a whole lot there.
That is an area of interest and which we will be building up over a period of time. If I look at
my financial services business, it includes SBI, UBI and Canara bank. It also includes ICICI,
HDFC, and more. So it is very difficult to draw how much comes from that. If you add public
sector, it is a pretty big chunk of business.
What are your views on data localisation and data privacy?
So we have been very vocal on that. We were one of the first organisations who published a
position paper when the first data privacy bill came out. A lot of our competitors used our
paper to modify and offer their views. We are very firm believers that data and insights
should be owned by whoever created it. We have gone on record to say that clients should
have ownership of data and the insights related to that. If we are working in a global
environment, I think permission to share some cross border data should be allowed,
otherwise it will restrict trade and commerce. When we think about blockchain technology
which is powering a lot of global trade, that will require data to be shared across borders. You
can do that through secure permission access of data and that is the way it should be. We
should not have any irresponsible sharing of data outside boundaries.
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